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Learning and action 

to cut carbon



How to save most carbon?

Carbon 

neutral new 

housing 

policy, 

starting today

60% carbon 

saving 

policy for 

existing 

housing

Annual Carbon savings in 2050, assuming current demolition and newbuild rates. Sources: 

SEA, ECI, Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution, the Urban environment, 2007

Factor 15 savings

3.6% 56.5%



Opportunity: Size matters

Superhome 

£10-15 Billion

Newbuild 

£16 Billion

500,000 Houses to be 

transformed per year at 

£20,000 - 30,000/house, for 

40 years
Newbuild 2007 costs £16.05 billion : 

Source BERR 2008

200,000 jobs



Housing Ownership

Åowner-
occupied

Å70%

Åprivate rented
Å11%

Åsocial rented
Å19%

Source: DCLG

Where to start:



The four problems:

ÅDesire

ÅKnowledge

ÅDelivery Capacity

ÅIncentives

ÅBut : Huge interest



Improving Desire: 

Old Home Superhome 

Campaign

ÅNetwork of exemplar houses C60 or 

better

ÅAccessible for the public and RSLs to 

learn and  be inspired from a trusted 

source 

ÅTouch and feel experience

ÅAim for 200 Superhomes in 5 years



ÅCurrently 30 houses throughout 

country, recruiting more

Å7 LA and RSL houses

Å30,000 people visited  in first year; 9 

Video Fly-throughs 

Å93% very pleased; 25% want help 

with their projects

ÅAverage £200 spend and 0.1 tonnes 

CO2 saved per visitor

Improving Desire: 

Old Home Superhome



Camden's 

Victorian 

House of 

the 

Future

C80

Over 1500 

visitors in 12 

weeks



The crumbling 

plaster was hacked 

off and walls lined 

with  100mm 

phenolic foam and 

plasterboard.

Part of the insulation 

is cut away to show 

the construction


